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TabletClass Math System 
 Proven, Powerful and Perfect for Homeschoolers! 

 
 

"I'd like to thank you, John Zimmerman, for creating TabletClass. Doing math used to be the most stressful 

part of our homeschooling day. Now that our son is using TabletClass, instead of a "battle of the wills," 

there is peace. 

Thanks again for creating TabletClass!"  

-Sandee, SC 

 

 

This guide will show each step in the TabletClass Math Homeschool education process to 
include: 

1.  Course Organization, Materials and Duration 

2.  Getting Prepared to Start (MUST READ) 

4.  Instruction, Routine and Pacing 

5.  Practice Worksheets Problems 

6.  Tracking Understanding and Managing Strengths and Weaknesses 

7.  Mobile learning 

8.  Chapter notes 

9.  Testing 

10. Grades 

 
Extras: 

* Avoiding Common Mistakes and Instilling Good Habits 

* How Your Child Learns 
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1. Course Organization, Materials and Duration 

 

Organization: TabletClass Math courses are organized to make learning very easy and intuitive. Families 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘŜȄǘōƻƻƪ ƻǊ ǿƻǊƪōƻƻƪ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŀƭƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
program and are online. The TabletClass course curriculum is designed to fit a traditional textbook 
approach (chapters/sections).  As such most students feel very comfortable with the TabletClass 
navigation because the format is familiar and logical. Our lessons are laid out in a very specific sequence 
so students want to start with the first chapter and watch the videos in order.  

Note: Skipping over material is NOT recommended; however going back to review previous material is 
STRONGLY encouraged. 

Materials: having access to a computer and high speed internet is the most basic requirement for the 
course. The ability to print documents is nice but not absolutely required in order to have a successful 
course experience. Parents can further enhance the course by adding the following materials:  

 * Ability to Print (Chapter Tests and Notes) 

 * Scientific calculator (an expensive graphing calculator is not required, ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΦ)  

 * Graph paper, protractor 

 * Three ring binder for notes and course work 

Duration: Each TabletClass course has over 100 hours of video instruction- ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊΗ ²Ŝ 
suggest giving your child a full academic year (7 - 10 months) to finish. When creating a long term 
schedule a good approach is to plan to spend an equal amount of time in each chapter. Parents can 
adjust the pacing of the course through the year depending on how well their child is progressing 
through the material. 

 

2. Getting Prepared to Start (MUST READ) 

 

LǘΩǎ imperative that students and parents fully understand all the features of the TabletClass Math 
learning system before starting instruction.  Students run the risk of not taking advantage of important 
and powerful learning benefits if they ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ invest a few minutes learning how our educational 
management system works. Reading this guide is an excellent start, however students and parents 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ 59ah ǾƛŘŜƻ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘŀǊǘ IŜǊŜέ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǘŀōǎ ƛƴ 
the course navigator as well. Only after the parent and student have a complete understanding of the 
system should actual course work begin. 
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3. Instruction, Routine and Pacing 

 

Instruction: Parents and students can feel extremely confident that TabletClass instruction is 
comprehensive and highly effective. Moreover, TabletClass videos are not short tutorials rather all 
videos explain concepts and skills fully and step by step. All TabletClass video instruction is taught by 
John Zimmerman. John is a certified teacher with a BA in Mathematics and Masters in Education. More 
importantly John has years of experience working with students of all grade levels and abilities (to 
include special needs).  John loves teaching and knows how to connect with studentsςteaching them in 
a way they will understand and like.      

Routine/Pacing: We strongly suggest that you follow the recommended learning approach and routine 
until you are comfortable with the TabletClass system. Once you get going and understand the program, 
feel free to make modifications that make the course most effective for you and your child.  

Instructional Routine:  

* At best you can establish a regular learning time 5 days/week  

* Allow 1-2 hrs total learning time per day; this includes watching a lesson and finishing practice 
problems.  

* Make sure the environment is quiet with minimal distraction (use headphones if needed) 

* Have a notebook and pencil ready to take notes 

* Close all other software programs except Internet Explorer (strongly recommended).  

* Start with the section lesson videos. Upon the completion of every video ensure your child updates 
their Student Journal (see tracking understanding).  
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Instructional Routine (Continued):  

 

* After the student feels comfortable with the lesson material they can move onto the associated 
practice problems for that section. The practice problems are grouped in examples sets. The example 
set problems can be found by clicking on the magnifying glass icon located next to the section name 
(image on next page). To watch the solutions to the example set problems click on the respective 
ǿƻǊƪǎƘŜŜǘ ǾƛŘŜƻ όάExample {Ŝǘ !έ ǇǊƻōƭems will be covered in Worksheet A video).  Complete the 
example set problems in order, and always update ǘƘŜ ά{tudent Journalέ when viewing video solutions.  

* Once an entire chapter is completed, students are strongly encouraged to use the "My Pulse" feature 
to review any weak areas needed to improve. Reviewing weak areas and improving is critical before 
taking a test or moving on to the next chapter.  
 
Note: Parents and students need to keep in mind that the course builds on previous lessons, so correcting 
weak areas before moving forward is vital for success.   
 
* Students should study their chapter notes before taking a test (they should use their notes and the 
notes provided at the end of each chapter).  

* At the end of each chapter all students should take the chapter test. Use the answer key to determine 
a raw score and the results to identify areas to improve.  

* As a general guideline students should try to finish one section (lesson and worksheets) every 1-2 
days.  However, students should expect that some of the more challenging sections will take longer.    
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General Learning Steps/ Course Organization 
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Video Player/ Student Journal 
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  4. Practice Worksheet Problems 

 

Practice is a must when mastering the skills of mathematics. Sometimes students will watch a lesson and 
understand the concepts quicklyςthis is great if it does not lead to over confidence and to the belief that 
practice is not needed. The problems in the example sets have been designed to practice the variety of 
ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ǘŀǳƎƘǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ 
all the problems in the example sets for the section. 

 Upon completion of the section lesson video students should proceed to the respective example sets in 
the sections for practice. To view or print the problems click on the magnifying glass icon next to the 
section name. The student should work on the first set of problems (Example Set A) and watch the 
respective solution video (Worksheet A) to check for understanding.  LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ student 
show all their work and model the process of writing out all the steps as illustrated in the video.  If the 
student is having difficulty, refer to the notes or watch the lesson video again. Next, move on to the 
second example set problemsΣ ά9ȄŀƳǇƭŜ {Ŝǘ .έ ςand repeat the same process as above.  Move onto the 
next section in the chapter only after all example set problems have been completed and weak areas 
improved.   
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5.  Tracking Understanding and Managing Strengths & Weaknesses  

 
Knowing what areas a student is weak in is ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ  .ȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
WƻǳǊƴŀƭέ ŀƴŘ άaȅ tǳƭǎŜέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ students can easily track their understanding and know exactly what 
areas they need to improve. However, to make this powerful feature effective, students must record 
their level of understanding in the Student Journal (located next to the video player) every time they 
watch a video.  The result from doing so will allow the student to generate a very specific report (using 
the My Pulse feature) that will allow them to identify their self-reported strengths and weaknesses.   
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6. Mobile learning 
 

Many parents and students have very tough and demanding schedules, so the ability to download math 
lessons and learn anywhere is a great benefit for TabletClass members.  All lesson videos can be 
downloaded to mobile devices that play a .m4v video.  TabletClass videos are specifically designed to be 
viewed on smaller devices with sharp and clear resolution. Examples of mobile devices that support this 
file format are iPods, iPhones, Droid cell phone, PSP, Zune and others.   
Note: only the section lesson videos can be downloaded not the practice problem videos. 

How to download a mobile video: 

* Download the file to your computer desktop (see image) 

* Transfer file onto your mobile deviceςiǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀǎȅΗ 

 




